
CITYOFFAIRFIELD

RESOLUTIONNO2012 53

ARESOLUTIONOFTHECITYCOUNCILDECLARINGAFISCALEMERGENCY

WHEREAStheCityofFairfieldisfacingasevereandimmediatebudgetcrisisasa
resultoftheStateLegislaturesadoptionofABX126whicheliminatedredevelopment
agenciesinCaliforniaresultingincitiesacrossthestatelosingmillionsofdollarsusedto
fundaffordablehousinglocaljobcreationandeconomicrevitalizationand

WHEREAStheCityhasbeenfiscallyresponsiblebalancingbudgetsduringthe
recessionbutStatefinancialtakeawaysareforcingtheCitytomakeseverecutsto
essentialservicesand

WHEREAStheCityhasalreadyreducedstaffbymorethan20percentcutmost
employeesalariesby10percentincreasedemployeecontributionstohealthand
pensionbenefitsandinstitutedtwotierpensionsformostemployeesand

WHEREASwithoutadditionallocallycontrolledrevenuetheCitywillnotbeableto
protectourqualityoflifethecharacterofourcommunityandlocalpropertyvaluesand

WHEREASpursuanttoArticleXIIICSection2oftheCaliforniaConstitutiontheCity
CouncilisdeclaringafiscalemergencyinordertoprovidetheCitytheoptionofpossibly
presentingaIocalrevenuemeasuretothecommunityforitsconsiderationinNovember
2012thatifapprovedwouldmaintainessentialcityservices

NOWTHEREFORE THECOUNCILOFTHECITYOF FAIRFIELDHEREBY
RESOLVES

Section1 AfiscalemergencyexistsintheCityofFairFieldTheCityhassuffered
severefinancialharmsince2008fromtheGreatRecessionwhichwasreflectedbya
veryhighnumberofhomeforeclosuresplummetinghousevaluesasignificant
reductionintaxrevenuesandarateofunemploymenthigherthantheSolanoCounty
average TheCitycut29millionfromitsbudgetandeliminated130staffpositions
KeyCityserviceswereeliminatedorsignificantlyreducedincludingCityHallatthe
Mall adult recreation programs building inspection street maintenance code

enforcement economicdevelopment crime prevention and fire prevention and

inspectionsInadditiontheCityeliminatedswornpoliceofficerpositionsandthecrime
suppressionunit



RESNO2012 53

Page2

OnJune282011theGovernorsignedABX126whicheliminatedredevelopment
agenciesinCaliforniaOnFebruary12012theFairfieldRedevelopmentAgencywas
dissolvedunderABX126withasignificantreductioninrevenuestothecommunity
TheCitysGeneralFundwillsufferarecurringnetreductionofanestimated8million
peryearinrevenuesduetoABX126TheannuallossofthisrevenuetotheCityis
particularlydevastatingtoCitystaffingandservicesduetothesignificantbudgetand
staffingcutsthathavealreadytakenplacesince2008

AsaresultofthelossofredevelopmenttheCityhasimplementedadditionalbudget
cutsthatwillresultinevenfurtherreductionsincityservicesincludingeconomic
developmentcodeenforcementplanningandstreetmaintenanceTheCityalso
eliminatedtheQualityNeighborhoodProgramwhichaddressedsubstandardhousing
conditionsandblightedneighborhoodsandeliminatednearlyallfinancialsupportfor
theFairfieldCenterforCreativeArtsthatwillresultinthelossofdiversecultural

programmingforthecommunityAftertheseadditionalcutstheCitywillhavecutatotal
of37millionfromitsbudgetandeliminated150staffpositions

Ifanewlocallycontrolledrevenuesourceisnotestablishedin2012evenmoredrastic
cutsinserviceswillberequiredbytheendofthisyear Anticipatedcutsincludea
significantreductioninpoliceservicessuchasslowerresponsetimesto911calls
fewerneighborhoodpatrolsandmorelimitedcriminalinvestigations Additionalfire

servicereductionsmayalsooccurTheSeniorCenterAquaticsComplexatAllanWitt
andtheSportsCenteratAllanWittmaybeclosedorhoursofoperationwillbe
significantlycurtailed Streetandparkmaintenancewillbefurtherreducedto
unacceptablelevelsalongwiththemaintenanceandrepairofotherCityinfrastructure

Thesetypesofcutswillfundamentallyimpactthecommunityanddegradethequalityof
lifeForthisreasontheadoptionofthisresolutiondeclaringaFiscalEmergencywill
maintainalloptionsfollowingadditionalstudyandcommunityengagementonthemost
fiscallyresponsiblesolution

Section2TheCityCouncildirectsCitystafftoengagewiththecommunityinorderto
investigateandrecommendfurtheractionsnecessarytogiveFairfieldlocalcontrolover
localfundsforlocalneedsinordertoprotectandmaintainessentialCityservicessuch
ascrimedrugandgangpreventionprograms911responsetimesneighborhood
policepatrolskeepingtheexistingfivefirecompaniesandpreventingfirefighterlayoffs
andpreventingfacilitiessuchastheAquaticsComplexatAllanWittSportsCenterat
AllanWittandseniorcenterfrombeingclosed
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PASSEDANDADOPTEDthis3rddayofApril2012bythefollowingvote

AYES COUNCILMEMBERS PaccaroBertanilMoylMraz

NOES COUNCILMEMBERS 0
ABSENT COUNCILMEMBERS OnPr
ABSTAIN COUNCILMEMBERS NOCG
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